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A Message from the Head of the School
of Law

I am delighted that you are considering the Graduate
Diploma in Law (GDL) and LLB Law at Oxford Brookes. If you
join our programmes, you will become part of a tradition
of excellence in legal education. As an Oxford Brookes
law graduate, you will be confident and very capable in
communicating legal knowledge and you will have a good
grasp of the techniques of research, analysis and articulation
that are transferable to a wide range of careers. Students on
our GDL and LLB programs consistently achieve exceptional
success. They have gone on to become Barristers, Advocates
of the High Court of Pakistan, partners in leading London
law firms, in-house lawyers in major multinationals, and
have taken their legal education to advance careers in
business more generally, particularly in banking and finance.
Mark O’Brien
Head of the School of Law
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Oxford Brookes University
Oxford Brookes University was founded in the historic university city of Oxford in 1865, as the Oxford School of Art.
In 1992 we were granted university status, and became Oxford Brookes University. Today we are one of the UK’s
leading modern universities, and enjoy an international reputation for teaching excellence and innovation as well as
strong links with business and industry.
Oxford Brookes is the UK’s top performing university for both teaching and research in the Times Higher
Education (THE) Young University Rankings 2018. The ranking lists the world’s best universities aged 50 years
or under. Oxford Brookes is number one in the UK for teaching and for research. The University is also placed
amongst the world’s top 150 young institutions in the overall ranking.
For Oxford Brookes to be named as the UK’s best young university for both teaching and research is a tremendous
achievement. It is a testament to the quality of Oxford Brookes’ world-leading teaching staff and researchers and is a
sign of a successful, responsible and forward-thinking institution.
For the second year in a row, Oxford Brookes has been hailed as the only UK university in the QS ranking of top
50 institutions under 50 years old (QS World University Rankings Top 50 Under 50 2018).
Oxford Brookes is one of the UK’s top 50 institutions (Guardian League Tables 2018) and is the world’s first
Fairtrade University. It demonstrates an unyielding commitment to our students and to ensuring that we provide
world-leading teaching, research and support.

School of Law
The Oxford Brookes School of Law is based in the historic university city of Oxford. Law has been a key part of
Brookes for nearly forty years. Our academic staff regularly publish in internationally rated law journals, and are
drawn upon by policy makers in the UK and internationally. We are a group of experienced and innovative teachers,
recognized by conferment of Fellowships and Senior Fellowships by the Higher Education Academy, and by the
award of a National Teaching Fellowship within the School.
The School of Law has significant experience in the delivery of high quality, professionally recognised legal
education. We have offered an undergraduate Qualifying Law Degree (QLD) recognised by the Law Society and
the Bar Council of England and Wales since 1980. Additionally, our conversion programme (now referred to as
the Graduate Diploma in Law) has enabled graduates from other subjects to pursue a career in law.

Law at Brookes has received global recognition, and is currently classed
as amongst the 'world’s elite'. 94% of Oxford Brookes law research is
internationally recognised.
QS WORLD UNIVERSITY RANKINGS, 2014

'The high expectations of staff and the rigorous marking processes ensures that successful graduates
from this school will have a high level of skills relevant to employment within a number of professional
spheres.'
External examiner, commenting on the Oxford Brookes GDL programme, 2015

'In my opinion students enrolled on the Law programmes at Oxford Brookes benefit from being in a very
strong academic environment. They are taught by a very committed staff group and the assessment
strategies employed are robust. The performance of the GDL students has been particularly strong.'
External examiner 2017
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The Hong Kong
Management Association
The Hong Kong Management Association (HKMA) is a non-profit-making organization which aims to be the leading
professional organization advancing management excellence in Hong Kong and the Region.
Since its establishment in 1960, HKMA has played a major role in contributing to the economic success of Hong Kong by
providing a wide variety of high quality management training and various services.
As a membership organisation, HKMA currently has a collective membership of 13,000 from various business sectors.
Members of the Council and Committees consist of eminent persons in industry, commerce and education who constantly
advise on the directions and activities of the Association.
As part of HKMA’s commitment to providing opportunities for the continuing development of local executives, a fullspectrum of management education programmes are offered, ranging from short courses and workshops to Certificate,
Diploma, Bachelor, Master and Doctoral Degree programmes.
Each year, over 2,000 integrated and well-balanced courses are offered to over 50,000 participants from various business
industries.
As part of the Association’s deep commitment in providing opportunities to local executives and professionals for
continuing development, the HKMA is in partnership with various of prestigious overseas higher education institutions,
offers a series of programmes leading to Bachelor’s, Master’s as well as Doctoral degrees in various areas of studies.
The HKMA is collaborating with the Oxford Brookes University to offer the Graduate Diploma in Law and Bachelor of Laws
programme in Hong Kong. The Local Secretariat at the HKMA will take care of the administration of the programme in
Hong Kong.

6

Graduate Diploma in Law
The Graduate Diploma in Law (GDL) is a uniquely
designed and flexible programme tailored specifically
to professionals seeking a legal qualification. The
content is delivered by subject specialists from Oxford
Brookes University via online lectures and by qualified
professionals via intensive weekend workshops at HKMA
in Hong Kong. Oxford Brookes has successfully delivered
this programme for over 25 years and this programme
has been widely recognised as offering an excellent high
quality teaching.
Students who complete the GDL successfully can
proceed to the professional stage of legal training in
England and Wales - the Bar Professional Training Course
for intending barristers or the Legal Practice Course
for intending solicitors. Successful students are also
eligible to continue on to the one year part-time LLB
degree offered by Oxford Brookes University at HKMA.
The combination of the GDL and the LLB programmes
enables students to complete all non-Hong Kong law
related subjects currently needed for the PCLL vocational
training course in Hong Kong.
The GDL programme, together with the subsequent
LLB Law, aims to provide the Hong Kong students with
the requisite academic stage to ensure eligibility for
admission to the Postgraduate Certificate in Laws course
in Hong Kong (PCLL). The PCLL is the professional legal
qualification programme in Law in Hong Kong which law
students must undertake in order to qualify for practice
as a solicitor or barrister in Hong Kong. Additionally,
providing they meet the necessary visa requirements,
students who successfully complete the GDL programme
would currently be eligible to apply for the professional
stage of legal training within England and Wales (on
either the Legal Practice Course or the Bar Professional
Training Course (BPTC)). Students who wish to take the
BPTC would also need to obtain a Certificate of Academic
Standing from the Bar Standards Board and would need
to pass the Bar Course Aptitude Test.
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Graduate Diploma in Law

Headington Hill Hall, a historic building

Key Features of the Programme
•

Online lectures delivered by experienced academic staff whose teaching is informed by the latest thinking
and cutting-edge research

•

Face-to-face weekend workshops delivered by experienced professionals

•

Qualification recognised by the Solicitors Regulation Authority and the Bar Standards Board

•

All School of Law research-active lecturers deliver teaching across the School of Law programmes

•

Several School of Law academic staff are also qualified barristers or solicitors

•

Close, supportive learning environment with extensive tutor contact time

•

Assessment (coursework and examinations) is spread throughout the year

•

Focus on essential legal skills such as problem solving and legal research

'On this programme there are opportunities, embedded within the curriculum ... which develop and access
skills which are also relevant to future employment.'
External Examiner commenting on the Oxford Brookes GDL programme 2015

'I really thrived on the intellectual stimulation and excellent teaching that the GDL offered…'
Will Skjøtt, GDL alumnus, now a barrister at Lamb Chambers
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Programme Structure
The GDL part-time programme is taught across two years. The different modules
will be taught consecutively, enabling an in-depth study of one module at a time.
During each teaching block, you will submit formative or summative coursework:
this ensures that you receive timely feedback to check on your understanding of the
particular subject prior to the main examination. Unlike other GDL programmes, the
examination immediately follows the teaching of the subject.
You can start either in March or in September of every year, when you will begin
with a two week induction course about the English Legal System followed by an
assessment which you need to pass to continue your studies. After this, your classes
will consist of online lectures that you can watch in your own time and intensive twoday classes on the weekends. Each module will be concluded by a revision lecture to
ensure that you are ideally prepared for your exams.
You will cover the foundations of legal knowledge as required by the legal
professional bodies:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Contract Law
Tort Law
Public Law
European Union Law
Land Law
Equity and Trusts Law
Criminal Law
Legal Research Project

Learning Materials
Textbooks, programme and module handbooks and lecture notes are included in the
course fee. We will also subsidise fees for a reader's card for access to libraries of local
universities in Hong Kong.
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Module Descriptions
Induction

Criminal Law

Equity and Trusts Law

A series of online lectures supplements
the pre-course reading on the English
Legal System and will introduce you to:
Legal study skills, necessary for successful
completion of the GDL, including legal
problem solving and essay writing; Legal
writing; Legal theory; Practical legal skills
such as mooting and client interviewing.

The content of this module ranges from
a brief discussion of the principles of
criminalisation, through to a more detailed
analysis of specific offences and defences.
Particular focus is given to property offences,
offences against the person and inchoate
liability.

The module builds on the basic idea of the
distinction between owning legal title and
enjoying beneficial ownership which you
will have already encountered in Land Law.
The course will be concerned with the most
important invention of Equity, the ‘trust’, and
the ways in which it can be used to protect,
administer or dispose of property. A new
type of property is central to this study, as
well as the ways in which trusts are created
and the different types of trusts (including
charitable trusts).

Contract Law
This module will examine the principles of
formation, operation and termination of
contract together with a consideration of the
conceptual background to contract law. The
module will extend the processes of legal
reasoning and techniques of legal analysis
that have been introduced in the English
Legal System module. The course covers
the fundamental principles of contract law
and provides a framework for tackling case
studies and legal problem solving.

Tort Law
This module aims to provide a comprehensive
study of tort law. The tort of negligence
is studied in detail, as well as employers’
liability; vicarious liability; occupiers’ liability;
trespass to land; public nuisance; private
nuisance; trespass to the person; defamation
and privacy. The growing influence of human
rights law is considered throughout the
course.

Land Law
The module aims to introduce you to the
study of English Land Law. The course
begins by examining what lawyers mean
by “land” and the difference between legal
and equitable interests in land. It moves on
to consider land registration: in studying
land law we will largely concentrate on
registered land, whilst acknowledging that
some awareness of unregistered land is
necessary to understand modern English
land law. It considers adverse possession and
co-ownership, looks in outline at the law of
leases, and then goes on to examine interests
in land such as easements, mortgages and
freehold covenants. The course concludes
with an examination of the impact of the
Human Rights Act on property law.
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European Union Law
This module aims to give you a thorough
grounding in the constitutional and
institutional foundations of the EU, and to
introduce you to a number of essential topics
of substantive law, chosen because of their
centrality in the EU system. The philosophy
underlying the EU module is the importance
of studying EU law in its wider political
and socio-economic context. You will be
required to keep abreast of more general
developments regarding the EU, and if you
are prepared to read more widely in the
broader field of European studies, you are
more likely to complete the module most
successfully.

Public Law
Public Law encompasses constitutional and
administrative law as well as civil liberties
and human rights. Constitutional law is
the law that relates to the structure or
framework of the state and the political and
judicial institutions of the state, such as the
Crown, Parliament, the Government, and the
Supreme Court. It includes the theories and
principles that underpin the constitution,
such as the rule of law and the doctrine of
parliamentary supremacy. Administrative
law is the body of law that deals with
the workings of the state, along with the
statutory and common law powers and
duties of public bodies such as government
departments and local authorities as they
impinge upon people in their everyday
lives. Civil liberties and human rights are
concerned with what the protection offered
by legal, political and administrative means
to the liberties of the individual prior to and
within the context of the Human Rights Act
1998.

Legal Research Project
There is an introductory lecture, available
online at the end of year 1, which sets out
key dates and discusses how to choose a
topic for your project. You will be given a
module handbook which provides further
information on dates, assessment criteria,
research methodology and sources,
together with a list of staff, with their subject
specialisms, who are available to discuss your
topic proposal and provide a minimal level of
support in your research project. You should
listen again to the Library training online
session which introduced you to core library
holdings and online databases and journals
at the beginning of the GDL programme.
You will be able, also, to contact the Oxford
Brookes Law Librarian for support as required.
You should consider a topic for your subject
during the Teaching Blocks A, B and C and
will be able to liaise with HKMA tutors
to agree a specific title during that time.
Some examples for topics are: employment
law, medical law, banking law, intellectual
property, international trade or alternative
dispute resolution. Your module leader will
confirm the topics that are available through
the module handbook. You will submit
your proposed title at the end of week one
of Teaching Block D, year 2, and you will
research and write up your chosen project
over the remaining weeks of the module. You
will be able to discuss the progress of your
project if required with your advisor until the
end of week 5 of the module. Subsequently
you will be expected to work independently,
as is appropriate with a project designed to
assess your independent research skills.

Admission and Fees
Entry Requirements
You need to have a degree equivalent to a UK honours degree of a second class lower division standard or above. If you wish
to enter the Bar Professional Training Course in England and Wales, you must also have been granted a Certificate of Academic
Standing from the Bar Standards Board and must take the Bar Course Aptitude Test.
A good command of the English language, an IELTS score of 7.0, unless your undergraduate degree course has been taught and
assessed in English. Additionally, you may be required to demonstrate a standard of written English deemed suitable by the
Programme Leader. If you wish to progress to the PCLL (Hong Kong Legal Professional Training Course) following completion
of the LLB programme, you need to have an IELTS (English Language) overall score of 7.0 obtained within three years of the
application deadline for the PCLL.
Admission to the GDL programme is competitive and offers will be made on a first-come-first-served basis. Therefore, it is
advisable to submit your application early!

Programme Fee
The programme fee of the GDL is HK$80,000 which is payable on 4 instalments (i.e.HK$20,000 for each instalment over 2 years).
The registration fee of the programme is HK$2,000. The programme fee and the registration fee is payable to HKMA.

Financial Assistance
This course is an eligible course under the Extended Non-means-tested Loan Scheme. For detailed information, please contact
Student Finance Office on 2150 6223 or at http://www.sfaa.gov.hk/tc/schemes/nlss.htm.
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LLB Law

If you successfully complete the CPE/GDL course, you are eligible to continue to the LLB programme and gain an LLB Law
degree with one year of additional studies. This programme allows you to complete the remaining non-Hong Kong related
law subjects for entry to the PCLL that are not included in the GDL. It will also allow you to further develop your knowledge
and understanding of law.
Students study four modules covering five important law subjects that are all needed to apply for entry to the PCLL:
1. Commercial Law
2. Company Law / Business Associations
3. Evidence
4. Civil and Criminal Procedure
The programme delivery and assessment is structured in the same way as for the GDL.

Programme Structure
Teaching and learning methods involve lectures, seminars and tutorials. To encourage you to develop relevant skills,
several modules focus on group and practical work. Excellent web-based material including module notes and reading
lists along with interactive exercises and online quizzes will be used. Assessment methods are diverse. Some modules use
formal exams but others award all or part of the marks on the basis of coursework.
Each module will have an introductory lecture at the beginning and a revision lecture before the exams. All online lectures
will be taught by members of staff from the Law School at Oxford Brookes University, while the face-to-face seminars are
given by local tutors in Hong Kong.

12

Module Descriptions
Commercial Law
This course concentrates on a selection
of topics designed to give you a broad
understanding of the matters commonly
referred to under the heading "Commercial
Law". These include the nature and sources of
commercial law; classification of transactions;
obligations of the buyer and seller; the
passing of title (ownership); the passing
of property (risk); the condition of goods;
manufacturer’s liability; remedies; consumer
credit; consumer protection and commercial
securities.

Company Law /
Business Associations
This module focuses on the principles
of company law. It traces the birth of a
company to its death; from its creation, its
agents, its growth, its maintenance and to its
dissolution. This module aims to show the
significance of the principles of company
law, how these principles relate to the
current socio-economic climate and how
they influence other business models such as
partnerships, firms, and Community Interest
Organisations. A critical analysis of these
principles encourages innovative thinking to
recommend solutions to the current issues
faced by companies and their business
partners. A critical analysis of the current
regulatory mechanisms in the UK, EU and the
US on corporate behaviour tests the efficacy
of those kinds of governance.

Civil and Criminal
Procedure
This module aims to introduce you to some
of the most important rules of civil and
criminal procedure, including (in relation to
civil procedure) Jurisdiction, Limitation, Case
Analysis and Initial Considerations, Rules of
Court, P
 re-Action Conduct, Commencement,
Service, Parties, Pleadings, Counterclaims,
Joinder, Amendment, Further and Better
Particulars, Default Judgment, Summary
Judgment, Case Management, Striking Out,
Discovery and Inspection, Interlocutory
Applications and Injunctions, Interim
Payments, Security for Costs, Payments into
Court, Offers to Settle, Civil Trial, Judgments,
Orders, Enforcement, Costs and Civil Appeals;
and (in relation to criminal procedure)
Funding Criminal Litigation, Police Powers
and Commencement of Proceedings,
Bail, Indictments, Charges, Summonses,
Procedure in the Magistrates Court, District
Court and Court of First Instance, Sentencing
Principles, Custodial Sentences, NonCustodial Sentences, Criminal Appeals from
the Magistrates Court, District Court, Court of
First Instance and from the Court of Appeal.

Evidence
This module aims to introduce you to some
of the most important rules of evidence,
including relevance and admissibility, the
burden and standard of proof, competence
and compellability, privilege, expert
opinion evidence, evidence of children and
vulnerable witnesses, hearsay evidence,
corroboration and identification evidence,
admissions and confession evidence, silence
as evidence, improperly obtained evidence,
covert surveillance and entrapment, and
evidence of character. The module places
particular emphasis on the significance of the
rules of evidence in the context of civil and
criminal trials.

Admission and Fees
Entry Requirements
You must have passed the HKMA/Oxford Brookes CPE/GDL to be eligible for admission to the LLB programme.

Programme Fee of the LLB Law Programme
The programme fee of the one year LLB Law programme is HK$40,000 which is payable on 2 instalments (i.e. HK$20,000 for
each instalment over 1 year). The registration fee of the programme is HK$2,000. The programme fee and the registration fee
is payable to HKMA.
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Career Progression and
Employability

Qualify as a Lawyer in Hong Kong or England & Wales
Both courses allow you to progress to the professional stage of becoming a lawyer. If you successfully complete the GDL,
you can continue to the BPTC (for becoming a barrister) or to the LPC (for becoming a solicitor) should you wish to qualify
in England and Wales. If you want to qualify as a lawyer in Hong Kong, you will need to successfully complete the GDL and
the one year LLB and apply to the PCLL.
Admission to the PCLL is very competitive, and students will need to check the eligibility requirements for the PCLL at
http://www.ple.hku.hk/pcll/eligibility.php. Non-permanent residents of Hong Kong should also check the residency
requirements from the Hong Kong Law Society and the Bar Association if they wish to practice as solicitors or barristers in
Hong Kong.

Other Career Paths
In addition to progression to the vocational stage of legal training, the GDL and the LLB offer students a wide range of
transferrable skills that can be useful in most professions. Besides the core legal knowledge, the courses also aim to teach
students to comprehend complicated texts, to make written and oral arguments in the English language and to gain
commercial awareness. Successful graduates can proceed to further studies (for example at Masters level) or can use the
knowledge and skills gained in a large variety of different career paths.
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Application
Applicant must be accompanied by supporting documents, and there is nonrefundable $250 application fee. To apply, fill in the enclosed application form and
send or take it together with a photocopy of your full degree transcript and certificate
to one of the centres below:

W Haking Management
Development Centre

14/F, Fairmont House,
8 Cotton Tree Drive,
Central,
HONG KONG

CYMA Charity Fund Management
Development Centre

Shop 2, G/F, Pico Tower,
66 Gloucester Road,
Wanchai,
HONG KONG

Dr Kennedy Y H Wong Management
Development Centre

1/F, First Commercial Building,
33-35 Leighton Road,
Causeway Bay,
HONG KONG

HKMA Advanced Management
Development Centre

3/F, Tower 2, South Seas Centre,
75 Mody Road,
Tsim Sha Tsui,
KOWLOON

Towngas Management
Development Centre

16/F, Tower B, Southmark,
11 Yip Hing Street,
Wong Chuk Hang,
HONG KONG

This programme is mainly aimed at applicants who have the right to live and study in
Hong Kong. It is unlikely under current immigration rules that overseas applicants will
be granted a student visa for this programme.

Enquiry
For enrolment and general enquiries,
please contact the Customer Service
Department on 2774-8501 or via fax
2774-8503. For course details, please
contact Ms Cheryl Cheung on
2774-8544 / Mr Ronnie Chan on
2774-8526 or visit the HKMA website:
www.hkma.org.hk
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The Local GDL LLB Secretariat
The Hong Kong Management Association
16/F Tower B Southmark
11 Yip Hing Street
Wong Chuk Hang
Hong Kong
Tel
Fax
Email
Website

:
:
:
:

2774 8544 Ms Cheryl Cheung/ 2774 8526 Mr Ronnie Chan
2774 8503
cherylcheung@hkma.org.hk/ ronniechan@hkma.org.hk
www.hkma.org.hk

It is a matter of discretion for individual employers to recognise any qualification to
which this course may lead.
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